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The Vote On 
Church Union 


Up to the time this paper went to press on January 19 twenty-seven 
Presbyteries had voted against the plan of union. These are listed as 
follows: 








Pee Dee, Florida, Central Mississippi, East Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 
Congaree, Harmony, Mississippi, Meridian, East Mississippi, Augusta, 
Macon, Athens, Asheville, Charleston, Cherokee, Columbia, Concord, 
Holston, Kings Mountain, Louisiana, Mecklenburg, North Alabama, 
North Mississippi, Paris, Piedmont, Savannah and West Hanover. 








As of this same hour fourteen Presbyteries have voted for union as 
follow: 
Tex-Mex, Western Texas, Ouachita, Potomac, Norfolk, Birmingham, 


St. Louis, Missouri, Suwannee, Transylvania, Central Alabama, E] 
Paso, Durant and Albemarle. 


See Page 2 for editorial entitled “Look Forward!” 
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EDITORIALS 
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Look Forward ! 


As this issue of the Journal goes to press the 
proposed Plan of union has been defeated in the 


Presbyteries. 


To a great host across the church this news 
has brought a sigh of relief, for, the proposed 
union has been most unpopular with the great 
majority of people in the pew. ‘There is also 
evidence that many ministers have lost their early 
enthusiasm for the merger. 


To a minority in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, most of them ministers, the defeat of 
union comes as a great disappointment. Many of 
these will take it with the utmost of good grace, 
a few will renew the agitation at the first meetings 
of their Presbyteries. 


Such a renewed agitation will certainly pre- 
cipitate serious trouble but there is nothing that 
those who oppose union can do about it. But, those 
who have favored union but now recognize the 
impossibility of having it passed are in a position 
to take a positive stand to prevent a renewal of 
this unhappy controversy. At least one outstanding 
minister of our church who has been in favor of 
union has assured the writer that he plans to 
enlist a number of influential men to stop this 
movement for renewed agitation. 


At this time a study of what has taken place 
is indicated. Why was the Plan of union defeated ? 
What effect has this agitation had on our church? 
What should be done from here out? 


Why was the Plan of union defeated? 


There are 
others entirely 


reasons, some related, 
The writer would ven- 


multiplied 
unrelated. 
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ture to give one specific reason and it is of primary 
significance: The proposed union was defeated 
because an increasing number of individual church 
members ascertained the facts involved and decided 
that they preferred for our church to remain a sep- 
arate and autonomous organization. 


It is of the deepest significance that where the 
issues were debated before Presbyteries, 
gations, both sides being adequately 
represented, with but very few exceptions, where 
a vote was taken, those who heard these debates 
voted against union. 


or congre- 
and equally 


This became so obvious that 
during the latter weeks it seemed that the leaders 
of the friends for union were loath to approve of 
or arrange such meetings. 


A study of the issues disclosed that there are 
grave and deep differences in polity, doctrinal in- 
terpretation, philosophies of administration and 
procedure between the three Presbyterian groups 
which would inevitably lead to most unhappy de- 
velopments in the case of organic union. 


It became abundantly clear that usually it was 
the Southern church which would have to adjust 
its work, policies and interpretations to fit in with 
those of the larger Northern group. At times this 
would involve matters of deep conviction, even of 
conscience. 


the Plan of union was defeated 
it was the least acceptable of any plan 
presented over the years and because as it was 
studied, along with conditions and implications in 
no way related to the Plan itself, it became evident 
that it was an unwise move and that our best con- 
tribution to the work of God’s Kingdom can be 
made as a separate and autonomous organization. 


In other words: 
because 


W hat effect has this agitation had on our church? 


faced. This con- 
Those associated with steward- 


Certain unhappy facts must be 
troversy has hurt. 


ship say that giving has been curtailed because of 
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the uncertainties engendered. But, even more seri- 
ous is the fact that in some areas grave unhappi- 
ness and even bitterness has been engendered. This 
has not been a one-sided matter. Both sides have 
said and done things which should be forgiven and 
forgotten. 


On the brighter side: thousands of church mem- 
bers have, for the first time, come to understand 
and appreciate some of the values of their Presby- 
terian heritage, both in faith and practice. 


But, there has also been a somber fact to emerge. 
It is abundantly clear that within the church there 
is a deep and wide difference of opinion on matters 
of vital importance. The desire for an inclusive 
church is frankly admitted by some—that matters 
of doctrine are less important than they were in 
past generations. Strange to say, some who seem 
least concerned over doctrine seem at the same 
time most anxious for a regimented ministry in 
matters of program and polity. It is this obvious 
desire to enforce loyalty to a program and to the 
deliverances of church courts without a correspond- 
ing concern for loyalty to the Scriptures which, 
more than any other trend, portends danger of di- 
vision much greater than that aroused over the 
question of union, 


Many see this shift in emphasis in full flower 
in the Northern church and want no part of it. 
Others see this same trend in the North, approve 
of it and wish to unite on those conditions. 


What should now be done? 


First of all we suggest that we all unite in daily 
prayer, asking that God will pour out His Spirit 
in healing on our church; that the misunderstand- 
ings, animosities and disrupted friendships may be 
cleared up in love, forgiven and forgotten. This 
God can do if only we are willing to accept His 
leading and act in a loving and conciliatory manner. 


Then let us return with renewed vigor to 
the chief work of our church, trying in every way 
possible to make Christ and His redeeming and 
keeping work known at home and abroad. 


Let us pray that our disagreements may be dis- 
solved by true Christian love; our conformity to 
the secular discarded for a new devotion to the 
spiritual; our doubting minds and hearts refreshed 
by a new surge of faith in God, His Son and His 


Word. 


The future is just as bright as our willingness to 
surrender everything to Him. —L. N. B. 





CHRISTIANS or “CHRISTIANS” 


“Be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord” 
Isaiah 52:11. 


“And let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity’. IL Tim, 2:19. 


Why does not the Church have a greater influ- 
ence on the unbelieving world ? 


Is it not because we who have named the name 
of Christ are unclean—wilfully conforming to the 
world, worldly standards and worldly practices? 


Is it not because we Christians have never really 
made a clean break with sin? 


Such soul-searching is not pleasant but it can be 
very profitable, if it brings us face to face with 
the fact that only too often we are dishonoring 
the Lord whose name we bear and Whom we claim 
to serve. 


Church membership is usually entirely too easy 
to acquire. A few pious phrases, a willingness to 
‘join the church” and a friendly pat on the back 
not infrequently constitute the process whereby we 
become ‘Christians.’ 


But, a saving relationship with Christ is an 
entirely different matter. It is a transaction from 
which one never emerges the same. It is a super- 
natural work of God’s Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
bringing with it a consciousness of sin, a confession 
of sin, a repentance for sin, a break with sin, and 
a complete trust in the redeeming and keeping 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


To put it bluntly, this experience of the new- 
birth is often entirely lacking in the experience of 
church members. It is not necessary to have a 
soul-stirring emotional experience, although it may 
come that way, but it does require an intelligent 
recognition of our own lost position out of Christ 
and of His complete provision for our needs. 


Conformity to the world and its standards and 
practices is a constant source of frustration for 
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the one involved and of confusion to the unbeliev- 
ing world about us. 


A friend of the writer recently spent the Christ- 
mas holidays in one of our great Southern cities, 
in daily social contact with Christians—the best 
people in that city. Were they deporting them- 
selves as people who are separated to the Lord? 
Hardly. Alcohol seemed to be the chief source of 
inspiration and entertainment, not necessarily to 
what the world would call excess but its use was 
accepted and condoned, to great spiritual loss. 


We are disposed to look back on the Puritans 
with tolerant disdain but they had something al- 
most totally lacking in our generation—a willing- 
ness to repress self for the sake of the One Whose 
Name they bore. 


The average national church, which has come 
from the labours of the missionaries of our church 
and others, puts American churches to shame. 
They have standards of Christian conduct. They 
practice church discipline. They see that Chris- 
tians live lives consistent with their profession. But 
here in America the Church often walks so close 
to the world and has so many worldlings in places 
of activity and leadership that it can well become 
a social club—a good place to be married in and 
to be buried from. 





Let us ask ourselves these questions—are we 
clean? Have we departed from iniquity? 


—L. N. B. 





SAVING FAITH 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Chapter XIV of the Westminster Confession, 
on Saving Faith, is another of those that invite 
long study and long explanation. Brevity there- 
fore requires omissions. 


“The grace of faith is the work of the 
Spirit of Christ.” In conformity with the doctrine 
of total depravity and the need of regeneration, 
the Confession teaches that faith is a gift of God. 
It is not something that a sinner can produce by 
his own will power. Like repentance, which will 
be discussed in the next chapter, it is a gift. It 
is something that the Spirit produces within us. 


In producing faith within us, the Spirit does 
not ordinarily work without means. Possibly the 
Spirit never works faith without means; but at 
least ordinarily He uses the ministry of the word, 
prayer, and the administration of the sacraments. 


Once faith is so produced in us, what effect 
does it have on us? Now, the principal acts of 
saving faith are accepting Christ alone for justi- 
fication, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue 
of the covenant of grace. But all these and other 
derivative effects can be subsumed under one 
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general statement, which the Confession puts at 
their head. 


“By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true 
whatsoever is revealed in the word, for the au- 
thority of God himself speaking therein.” 


There are ministers of the northern Presbyterian 
church who say they believe the fact of the In- 
carnation but not the theory of the Virgin Birth. 
Presumably the Virgin Birth is a biological mir- 
acle and such do not happen. And there are 
many ministers who believe some statements in 
the Bible but not others. Such ministers do not 
believe what they believe because of the authority 
of God speaking in the word. They believe in 
a sort of Incarnation that suits their view of 
science; they believe in a sort of divine love and 
disbelieve in divine wrath because it suits their 
sensibilities. They have made the resources of 
their own minds, apart from revelation, the test 
of truth. In plain words, they do not accept 
revelation as God’s word. 


When such men, and the large denominations are 
full of them, gather for discussion in a theological 
society, how do they proceed? Suppose they wish 
to discuss the existence of God in opposition to 
naturalistic humanism; or suppose they wish to 
discuss immortality; or possibly the nature of the 
church: how do they resolve their arguments? 


Having attended such meetings, I can report 
that they remind me of a bunch of boys arguing 
about a ball game. One boy says that the ball 
should be a sphere three inches in diameter; the 
next boy says, No, it should be an oval about 
a foot long; the third boy offers a compromise— 
the ball should be both spherical and a foot in 
diameter, but he insists that there should be 
five, not nine or eleven boys on each side. And 
then a truly ecumenical spirit declares that such 
creedal discussions are trivial: the important thing 
is that they should all play one big ball game. 

Discussions among Christians whose saving 
faith has caused them to believe to be true what- 
ever is revealed in the word, for the authority 
of God himself speaking therein, do not follow 
such a confused and frustrating procedure. If 
Christians wish to know what the future life is 
like, they examine what God has said. “In my 
father’s house there are many mansions; if it 
were not so I would have told you.” “Handle me 
and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as 
ye see me have.” And in any honest ball game 
too, the decisions must be made in accordance 
with the rule book. 


“This faith is different in degrees, weak or 
strong; may be often and many ways assailed 
and weakened, but gets the victory; growing up 
in many to the attainment of a full assurance 
through Christ, who is both the author and the 
finisher of our faith” (sec. iii). 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson Number 92 


A “Chance Casting” 

Nothing in a Christian’s program happens by 
chance. Because something takes place that he had 
not anticipated, it may seem to be a chance occur- 
rence; but if he is a Spirit guided servant of the 
Lord, all things are pre-arranged for him, and he 
simply moves in a channel that has been charted 
for him by his omniscient Master. This can be 
true even in his sport as a fin fisherman, but of 
all sports the fetish of “luck” seems to attach 
more to fin fishing than to any other. My father 
was an ardent fisherman. He would never cut 
a bush or break a twig on the bank of the creek, 
but would endure all kinds of inconvenience and 
awkwardness in getting his pole and line set through 
the overhanging limbs. It was “bad luck” to dis- 
turb the natural order. 


I had fished all day on the mill pond and up 
and down the creek that flowed into it and not 
even a nibble had come to my hook. It was late 
afternoon and tired and disgusted I decided to 
quit and go home. There was one open space I 
had not tried, but nobody ever fished there; the 
conditions were not right, and besides, the fish 
were not biting anywhere today. But I had a 
whimsical urge to “chance a cast” out there as 
I passed on the way home; put a minnow on my 
hook and tossed it out about 20 feet. The reel 
never stopped unwinding, the line straightened 
out as the bass rushed away with the hook in its 
mouth. So, after all, I had a delicious two-pounder 
for supper. Surprises like that come in finfishing. 


Near a country church where a Saturday morn- 
ing service had just ended, I saw a man whittling 
a stick. “Were you in at the service?” I asked. 
“No, I’m just waiting for my team to get through 
feeding, to hitch up and go home.” “Are you a 
Christian?” I ventured to inquire. “No.” The 
answer was emphatic and [ thought rather defiant. 
“Wouldn’t you like to accept Christ as your 
Saviour? You need a Saviour. Look at this: it 
is God’s own Word: “The wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.’”” (Rom. 6:23) The man replied 
—but softer now: “There’s no church up in the 
cove where I live.” “All right,” I said, “you can 
join the church here, and maybe you can get a 
church started in your own community.” He had 
a wistful sort of a look and I felt that he was 
coming around. Seeing the pastor, with a group 
of folks walking off in the direction of the manse, 
I called him and stated the case. “He in turn 
called back two of his church officers, and we 
five went into the church. The man’s answers to 
their questions were satisfactory, and right there 
he was baptized and received into the church on 
profession of his faith in Christ. In thirty min- 
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utes after I had first spoken to him he was hitch- 
ing up his team to go home, a saved man. He 
was the only convert in that series of meetings. 
He had not attended one of them, nor heard a 
sermon. He had driven his team into the village 
that morning for a load of supplies, had bought the 
goods at the store while the service was going on 
in the church nearby. 


One year later, that man had organized a Sun- 
day school up in his cove, with sixty members, and 
shortly afterward it became a church with regular 
preaching. I have had a number of letters from 
him, thanking me and rejoicing in his faith. Evi- 
dently it had all been pre-arranged by the Holy 
Spirit. One never knows what may come of what 
seems to be a “chance casting of the hook,’ and 
where conditions seem to be all against success. 


“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the eve- 
ning withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest 
not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good.” (Ec- 
clesiastes 11 :6) 





STILL THEY COME 


The Session of the Southminster Presbyterian 
Church of Winston-Salem, N. C., at a regular 
stated meeting on January 11, 1955, voted unani- 
mously to go on record as opposed to the Union 
of the Presbyterian Church U.S. with the Presby- 
terian Church U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America, for the following 


reasons: 


DOCTRINE: While the Presbyterian Church 
U.S. and the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. have 
essentially the same Confession of Faith, and while 
we are confident that many of the ministers of 
the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. are conservative 
in their theology, none the less, there is evidence 
too strong to ignore or deny, that among the ma- 
jority of those who are in high places of leadership 
and control in the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., 
there is a marked departure from the historic posi- 
tion of the Reformed faith relative to certain 
cardinal doctrines of the Church. 


We believe that the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
has a distinctive contribution to make to a confused 
world that is seeking some sure anchorage of 
faith; that contribution being the clear and posi- 
tive affirmation of those central Christian truths 
embodied in the Westminster Confession of Faith 
as they were interpreted by the Westminster di- 
vines, and to which our Church has adhered 
through all of her glorious history. We further 
believe that in Organic Union the effective witness 
of our Church to those truths would be greatly 
impaired and weakened. 


CENTRALIZATION OF POWER: In the 
Plan of Union unusual authority, power and con- 
trol is vested in the General Council which is pat- 
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terned largely after the General Council of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. This centralization 
of power is totally unPresbyterian and unaccept- 
able; it abolishes the true Presbyterian form of 
government. 

CHURCH OFFICERS: In the Plan of 
Union some of the prerogatives of the clder and 
the deacon are taken away, and the office of each 
loses part of its dignity and importance. 


WORLD MISSIONS: The philosophy of the 
Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. is so radically different from that 
of the Presbyterian Church U.S. that it is wholly 
unacceptable, and is a philosophy which we believe 
defeats to a large extent the main purpose of the 
Mission program abroad. Substantiating this be- 
lief is the fact that seventy per cent of our own 
missionaries are opposed to Union. 


CHURCH PROPERTY: The Plan of Union 
deprives the local Church of its right to sell, mort- 
gage or lease its own property without first con- 
sulting the Presbytery. This means, on good au- 
thority, that the local Church would not be able 
to secure a clear title to its property for the pur- 
pose of sale, mortgage or lease without the written 
consent of the Presbytery. Such a clause in the 
Plan of Union is wholly unwarranted, and this 
is another instance of departure from true Presby- 
terian government and procedure. 


Furthermore: We believe that Section 10 of 
the Concurrent Declarations of the Plan of Union 
is unfair. Should Union be consummated, the United 
Church takes over all of the institutions of our 
Presbyterian Church U.S., making no provision 
whatever for the Continuing Church. To force, 
in such an arbitrary manner, those churches which 
do not vO into the Union to forfeit all of their 
equity in these institutions which are dear to them, 
and for which they have through the years made 
great sacrifice to support and advance for the glory 
of God, is a virtual confiscation of that to which 
the United Church, while it may have a legal right, 
certainly has no moral right to possess in entirety. 


PURPOSE DEFEATED: One of the main 
purposes of the Plan of Union is to erase the di- 
visions now existing in the Presbyterian family of 
Churches. This will not be achieved. There will 
be a Continuing Church. Division will still exist. 
The purpose will be defeated. 


SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT: We 
believe that the Supplemental Agreement of the 
Plan of Union which requires a three fourths vote 
for the privilege of withdrawing from the Union, 
should Union come, is unfair and unPresbyterian. 


PLAN OF UNION NO GUARANTEE: 
There is no guarantee whatever that the Plan of 
Union will remain as it is. Once Union is con- 
sumated, we are powerless to avert further changes 
in the Confession of Faith and the Book of Church 
Order. Our voice is silenced by virtue of numbers. 
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THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT: We 
are definitely opposed to the deep implications of 
the Ecumenical Movement, and to the Plan of 
Union which opens the door to Union with other 
Protestant denominations on the basis of organiza- 
tion rather than on the basis of unity of belief. 


For the above reasons, and many others, we are 
opposed to Union. 


C. D. Denham, moderator 
T. J. Voss 

E. L. Hatcher 

I. L. Jones 

J. E. McClain 

Percy Stewart 

L. L. Macon 

Henry S. Brendle 

Luther L. Vaughn 


STILL THEY COME 





The Session of the Shenandoah Presbyterian 
Church has unanimously adopted the following 
resolution pertaining to the proposed union now 
being discussed and acted upon in the various Pres- 
byteries of our church: 


WHEREAS, we believe most earnestly and 
most fully in the doctrines and government of the 
Presbyterian Church as set forth in the Word of 
God, and 


WHEREAS, we are keenly concerned for the 
preservation and continuation of historic, confes- 
sional Presbyterianism, and 


WHEREAS, we feel that the proposed union 
of the three large branches of the Presbyterian 
Churches in America does not provide adequate 
safeguards for the doctrinal integrity of that faith 
and polity, and 


WHEREAS, we feel that our beloved Church 
has been signally blessed of God and continues to 
have a unique witness to bear in the Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour, and 


WHEREAS, there is deep, sincere and wide- 
spread opposition to this proposed union at this 
time, and 


WHEREAS, continued agitation of this matter 
is disruptive of the peace, stability, and efficiency 
of our Church, and 

WHEREAS, the consummation of such a union 


is certain to be productive of contumacy, division, 
litigation and schism, 


THEREFORE, we the members of the Session 
of the Shenandoah Presbyterian Church, Miami, 
Florida, of St. Johns Presbytery, by unanimous 
action, record our deep and earnest opposition to 
this proposed union.” 


Miami, Fla. 
Jan. 14, 1955. 
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Helps for Understanding 
Scripture Reading 
in Day by Day 
Baker 
Sun., Jan. 30, Philippians 1:1-11. 


Look for lessons in intercessory prayer. Is Paul 
confident that God is able to work in the hearts 
of those for whom he prays (v.6)? Does he have 
a personal interest in them (vv.7,8)? Are his 
prayers based on an awareness of their spiritual 
needs (vv.3,5,7)? Does he look upon his praying 
as a duty or a burden (v.4)? What does he ask for 
those for whom he prays (v.9)? Does Paul ex- 
emplify in his own life the growing love he desires 
for them? (Read over vv.3-8). Toward what 
ultimate goal ought we to strive in our praying 
for others (v.11)? How does my interceding for 
others compare to Paul’s in this passage? Wherein 


do I lack ? 


By Rev. Clinton C. 


Mon., Jan. 31, Philippians 1 :12-14. 

For an explanation of ‘the things which hap- 
pened” to Paul mentioned in verse 12, see verse 
7b. What is the result of Paul’s imprisonment 
and trial (v.12)? In what ways has the Gospel 
been advanced (v.13)? The praetorium guard 
was composed of a select group of soldiers close 
to the emperor. They rotated in guarding Paul. 
Could Paul have reached this class of people if 
he had not been a prisoner? How did Paul’s im- 
prisonment assist fellow-Christians (v.14)? How 
would his imprisonment help them be fearless? Do 
I look for special ways in which God can use me 
when I am in adverse circumstances ? 


Tues., Feb. 1, Philippians 1:15-18. 

In what ways was the Gospel being preached 
while Paul was in prison (v.15)? What were 
the motivations of each group (vv.16-17)? How 
did Paul feel about the preaching that was being 
done (v.18)? Was he angered by the malice of 
his enemies (v.18)? Was he disturbed about his 
own imprisonment? Paul had one burning passion 

that the world might know Christ. Do I have 
such a passion? Or do | let personal enmities and 
private interests block my service to Christ and 
His church: 


Wed., Feb. 2, Philippians 1:19-26. 

What would you say was Paul’s primary motive 
in life (vv.20,21,23)? In these verses (20,21,23) 
what evidence do you find that Paul truly loved 
Christ? What evidence of such a love are there 
in my life? How does Paul’s love for Christ 
affect his attitude toward death (vv.21,23)? 
toward life (vv.22,24)? Which does Paul per- 
sonally prefer (v.23)? By living what does Paul 
hope to accomplish in the lives of his readers (v.25) ? 
Does he expect to be _ released from _ prison 
(v.19,25)? Is there any evidence that Paul was 
concerned for his own welfare, or was his concern 
strictly for the cause of Christ and His followers? 
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Do | long for Christ’s fellowship? How does 
Christ affect my attitude toward death? life? 


Thurs., Feb. 3, Philippians 2 :5-18. 

Look for the characteristics that Paul desires 
in his readers. What quality should they have 
that was exemplified by Christ (vv.5-8)? What 
other quality seen in Christ should they have 
(vv.8,12)? What does verse 14 add to this 
thought? In obeying God, how does the Christian 
appear in relation to the world (v.15)? Is the 
Christian left by himself in the world (v.13)? 
The world crucified Christ (v.8) and will oppose 
the Christian (v.15). Will it finally triumph over 
God and His children (vv.9-11,16) ? Am I willing 
humbly to obey God’s will in the face of opposition 
from the world? 


Fri., Feb. 4, Philippians 4:10-20. 


Verse 18 reveals why the Book of Philippians 
was written. It is a thank you note to a group 
of believers who remembered Paul in prison. How 
grateful is Paul for their kindness (vv.10,14)? Is 
this the first time this church has helped him 
(vv.15,16)? Is Paul primarily interested in the 
gift or in something else (v.17)? What? Have 
I ever had the joy of seeing spiritual growth in 
persons I have won to Christ? What has Paul 
learned about facing life (vv.11,12)? The answer 
to the secret of v.12 is found in y.13. What does 
the promise of verse 19 add? Is my relationship 
to Christ close enough to enable me to face all 
the circumstances of life? 


Sat., Feb. 5, Philippians 4:4-7. 


This passage contains the secret to Paul’s life. 
Notice in each verse that the “mood” of the be- 
liever is dependent upon his relationship to God. 
Could Paul properly omit the phrase “in the Lord” 
in verse + and still say “rejoice always”? What is 
the basis for letting our moderation (gentleness) 
be known (v.5)? “Be careful for nothing” (v.6) 
means “Have no anxiety.” If there were no God 
to pray to (v.6) could one be free from anxiety? 
In verse 7 what protects the Christian from 
anxiety? Is it his own “good thoughts”? Do I 
look to Christ as the source of peace and joy or 
do | strive within myself to “think right thoughts” ? 


Sunday, Feb. 6, Matthew 5:17-26. 


Verse 20 holds the key to this passage. The 
Pharisees observed merely the outward aspects of 
the law. Jesus came to fill the law full of spiritual 
meaning (v.17), while still preserving and honor- 
ing its content (vv.18-19). Verses 21-26 give one 
example of the inner spiritual meaning of the law. 
Which of the ten commandments does Jesus use 
(v.21)? In verses 22-25 notice the phrases that 
express the real meaning of this commandment. 
What aspects of one’s personal relations to another 
are involved? What do anger, insults (Raca), 
and hate indicate of the human heart? Are these 
things pleasing to God (vv.23-24)? Do I, like 
the Pharisee, observe only the outward aspect of 
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the command “Thou shalt not kill”? How guilty 
am I of breaking it in my attitude toward others? 
Monday, Feb. 7, Luke 15:11-32. 

This parable teaches that God’s love is for the 


sinner (vv.l-2). Have you ever departed from 
God as the prodigal son did from his father? Into 
what depths of sin did this wayward son fall 
(vv.13-16) ? What marked the turning point in 
his experience (v.17)? What does “he came to 
himself’? mean (v.17)? In what attitude did he 
return to his father (vv.18-19)? Am I willing 
to swallow my pride in order to return to God? 
Think about each word that describes what the 
Father did when he saw his son returning to 
him (v.20)? Am I aware that the arms of a 
loving heavenly Father await me if I am truly 
repentant ? 

Tuesday, Feb. 8, Acts 10:9-16. 

To this time the Gospel has been preached only 
to the Jews. What is Peter told to eat in this 
vision (vv.12,13)? Peter objects (v.15), for a 
devout Jew this is contrary to his beliefs. (See 
Leviticus 11:4,13,23) What is God’s reply and 
how does He impress its truth upon Peter 
(vv.15,16)? See verses 34,35,45 for what the 
vision taught Peter. Consider the inconsistency 
of the words, “Not so, Lord,” in v. 14. What 
does the title “Lord” imply in terms of obedience? 
Does Peter’s objection (v.14) imply obedience? 
Do I call Christ my Lord? Am I willing to 
break with tradition and convention if it is neces- 
sary in order to follow Christ? Is there any com- 
mand of His I am refusing to obey? 


W ednesday, Feb. 9, Psalm 98. 

Observe the kind of God this Psalmist wor- 
shipped. What words and phrases in vwv. 1-3 
do you find that reveal Him as a God of love? 
What position is He given in verse 6? What 
aspect of a king’s duties does He perform in v. 9? 
Is He a tribal God of the Jews or the God of 
the nations (vv.7,9)? Is He the God of creation 


(vv.7,8)? How does the Psalm tell us to praise 
Him (vv.4-6)? How intense is this praise 
(vv.4-6) ? What is the basis of the Psalmist’s 


praise (vv.2,3)? This same God, who is King, 
Creator and Judge has shown us his salvation in 
Christ. Do verses 4-6 reflect the praise of my 
heart for so great a salvation? 


Thursday Feb. 10, Micah 6:6-8; Luke 18:9-14. 
Read the Luke passage first. Why is the par- 
able told (v.9)? Read through the parable for 
the one central truth it teaches (compare vv. 9 & 
14). Notice the prayer of the Pharisee (vv.11,12). 
Is he a moral person? Is he telling the truth in 
his prayer? What does his prayer lack? Consider 
the Publican’s prayer (v.13). What insight does 
he have into himself that the Pharisee does not 
have? What sin is the latter guilty of? What 
truth does Micah 6:6-8 teach? What lesson would 
it teach the Pharisee? The sin of pride is the failure 
to recognize what we really are before God. How 
much of my religion is outward form? Am I 
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willing to recognize my hypocrisy and confess my 
sin to God? 
Friday, Feb. 11, Matthew 6:19-25. 

Mammon represents the God of money and 
material wealth. If a person serves mammon, 
which type of treasure will he lay up (vv.19-20) ? 
if he serves God? What advantage has the treasure 
laid up in heaven over the other (vv.19-20)? If 
one’s eye is set on the material treasures of earth 
alone, what results in his life (v.23)? if on 
spiritual treasures (v.22)? Is it possible to put 
both first in one’s life (v.24)? What is one way 
of serving mammon (v.25)? (“Take no thought” 
means “do not be anxious”.) How does one 
lay up treasure in heaven (v.33)? Am I allowing 
anxiety or love for the things of this life to inter- 
fere with my service to Christ? 

Saturday, Feb. 12, Jeremiah 9 :23-24. 

Compare these verses with Job 38:1-7. List the 
questions the Lord asked Job. What light do these 
questions throw on human strength and wisdom? 
How do these questions heighten the foolishness 
of man’s glorying in himself? (See Jeremiah 9:23) 
How do they heighten the foolishness of my 
pride? What light do the questions of Job 38:1-7 
throw on what man should understand and know 
about the Lord? What else should we understand 
and know about Him (Jer. 9:24)? What does 
God desire of man? (9:24) Do I glory in 
(am I proud of) my own intelligence or talents 
or earthly possessions? Do I know how to rejoice 
in the power and righteousness of God? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 6 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Grace of God 


Background Scripture: Luke 15:11-24; 
Ephesians 2:1-10; Titus 2:11-14; I John 
4:10. Devotional Reading: Romans 5:1-8. 


Today we have another tremendous subject; The Grace of God. 
beautiful garment; it is love expressing itself in mercy to the undeserving. 


Grace is God’s Love in its most 
It goes even further than 


mercy or kindness. We can show mercy or kindness both to the deserving and to the undeserving, 


but Grace is shown to the undeserving especially. 
way deserve any favor. 


Grace is love for the unlovely; to those who in no 


There are three phrases - two of them in our Devotional Reading - which sum up God’s Grace: 


“Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 
died for our sins,” (I Corinthians 15:3). Let 
us look at the middle one of these for a moment, 
(Romans 5:8). The first word is the name of 
the most wonderful personality ever seen in this 
world, the God-man, Christ, the Messiah; Prophet, 
Priest, King. The second word, “died,” is a most 
common one, and has been written after the name 
of very man who has lived on earth, except two. 
It has a new meaning, however, when written after 
the name, Christ. All the others who died, de- 
served to die, for they were all sinners, and the 
wages of sin is death. But He had no sin; He did 
not deserve to die. Every thinking person must 
ask, as he watches Christ die; WHY? Why did 
He die. The third word, “for”, tells why He 
died; He died FOR some purpose. There was 
some great reason for His death. The last word, 
“us”, gives us that reason. He died for US; He 
took our place. We are sinners; we deserve to 
die. He died for us “while we were yet sinners”. 
He did not wait until we had made ourselves 
worthy of His dying; there was no way for us 
to make ourselves good enough to deserve His 
sacrifice. He justifies us; He brings peace to our 
guilty souls: Peace, perfect peace, In this dark 
world of sin; the blood of Jesus whispers peace 
within. The Grace of God, as shown in His Son, 
saves all those who will put their trust in Him. 
What a subject for saved sinners to meditate upon! 


I. A Story of Grace: 
Luke 15:11-24. 


We might include the first part of this chapter 
and call it, Three Stories to illustrate Jesus’ love 
for sinners. These three parables - The Lost Sheep, 
The Lost Coin, and The Lost Boy - were all 
spoken to meet the criticism of the -Pharisees and 
Scribes. When all the publicans and sinners drew 
near to hear Him, these leaders of the Jews mur- 
mured, saying, This man receiveth sinners and 
eateth with them. Jesus tells these three well- 
known stories to answer that criticism, and tell 
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“Christ died for us’, (Romans 5:8; Christ 





why He received sinners. All three show His love 
and compassion for the lost. The first two illus- 
trate His “Seeking Love’, and the last one, The 
Prodigal Son, His “Receiving Love.” The boy 
who came back to his father was received with 
open arms; so, Jesus is ready to receive sinners. In 
John 6:37 He says, “him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out”. We usually think of 
the “father” in this story as representing God the 
Father, but as spoken by Jesus, it was a simple 
illustration of Jesus’ own love. It is true, of 
course, that the Father loves sinners too. The 
thought is beautifully expressed in the Hymn, 
Christ Receiveth sinful men. The Prodigal Son 
did not deserve such a welcome. It was unde- 
served favor, for it was the Grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. I suppose that this lovely parable 
has been the means of saving more sinners than 
almost any other passage in the Bible, unless it 
be John 3:16. 


Il. The Work of Grace: 
Ephesians 2:1-10: “We are his workmanship”. 


1. Our Terrible Condition: “dead in trespasses 
and sins”. A dead person is worse off than a sick 
person. All agree that men are sick, sick with 
sin, for no one in his right mind can look out 
upon our world today, as in Paul’s day, and not 
see so evident a fact. But many do not go as 
far as the Calvinist goes - and Paul goes - and 
say, Men are dead; they are beyond human aid. 
(Paul describes their condition in verses 2 and 3). 
When a person is sick, a human doctor can often 
cure him; when he is dead, nobody but God can 
raise him up. One of my fellow-ministers told 
me this story out of his own experience: There 
was a very sick child in his congregation and the 
family sent for a noted specialist. They met him 
at the depot with the sad news that the child was 
dead. The specialist went to a hotel, and then 
back home. There was nothing he could do. When 
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the Great Physician was told that the daughter 
of Jairus was dead He said to the ruler of the 
synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 
to the house and raised her to life. 


2. “We are His Workmanship’: nobody but 
God can make living saints out of dead sinners. I 
was reading last night one of Dr. Campbell Mor- 
gan’s great sermons on this text. He says that 
the Greek word literally means, “A Poem.” A 
poem is an orderly, beautiful production of men. 
God takes sinners, whose lives have been disrupted 
and made ugly by sin, and through grace brings 
back order and beauty. <A dead body - no matter 
how it is “fixed up” by the mortician, is a sad 
sight; no real beauty or order, for death has de- 
stroyed. So every sinner is a “corpse.” There 
must be a resurrection; a new creation. God’s 
grace in Christ makes us new. Is it any wonder 
that we have so many Hymns about Grace? 


He came 


Notice that little word, “But’’; “But God, who 
is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith he 
loved us”. This is just another way of saying 
what he says in verse 5, For by grace ye are 
saved. There is a beautiful Hymn called, “Re- 
deeming Grace.” I wish it was in every Hymnal 
along with all the other great hymns on grace, 
like ‘““Amazing Grace’, and “Wonderful Grace’, 
and “Saved by Grace’. “But God’; Man’s 
extremity is God’s opportunity. In our helpless 
and hopeless condition, He comes to our rescue. 
We are quickened together with Christ. It is 
through Christ that we are made alive; in Him 
is life; He that hath the Son, hath life; and he 
that hath not the Son of God, hath not life. 


3. “Created in Christ Jesus unto good works”. 
We are new creatures, and we are to lead a new 
life. Here is the difference between a pretended 
conversion and a real conversion. By their fruits 
ve shall know them. If we have been “born again”, 
then our lives will show the evidence of this new 
life; good works, prepared for us, will follow 
as naturally as good fruit comes on a good tree. 


Let me repeat, “We are His workmanship”. 
We look around, and beneath, and above us, and 
behold the marvelous works of God displayed in 
His great Universe. We look at the teeming 
millions of human beings, and think of God as 
their Creator and Preserver. However, the great- 
est work of God in Christ is His Redeemed Peo- 
ple; Redeemed and Saved by Grace; His Work- 
manship. 


III. The School of Grace: 
Titus 2:11-14; “Teaching us” 


1. The Purpose of this School; the School of 
Grace is a School of Salvation. His grace brings 
salvation. We have many kinds of “schools”; our 
Colleges of Liberal Arts; of Science; of Business 
and Professional Training. This School is God’s 
Free School of Grace; it is for all men. 


PAGE 10 


Salvation is a Big Thing. The Curriculum is 
broad. It teaches many subjects connected with a 
Complete Salvation. The First Course is con- 
cerned with resisting sin in all its forms; denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts. Everything unlike 
God is to be given up; everything which is like 
our sinful world is to be forsaken. We must make 
a complete break with our old life of sin. In 
the place of these marks of the old nature we 
should have the marks of “new men”. We must 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
world. We must assume the right attitude towards 
ourselves, our fellow-men, and our God. 


2. The Inspiration of the School; that “Blessed 
Hope and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Savior Jesus Christ. This school is to 
continue its teaching until Jesus comes back again. 
Then the Commencement Exercises will be held. 
Will we be ashamed at that Day? or Will we 
rejoice. 


3. The Character of the Pupils. A School is 
known by its students and its alumni. We are 
redeemed from all iniquity and purified; a people 
for His own possession, zealous of good works; 
Redeemed; Purified; Fruitful. 


Il’. The Heart, or the Source of Grace, 
God's Love: 


I John 5:10. 


The Source of Grace is God’s Love. It is not 
our love to Him, but His love for us: “God is 
Love.” That is a wonderful definition of God. 
It is not a complete definition, for “God is Light,” 
and God’s character includes many things. His 
Love manifested itself in its fullness when He 
sent His Son; His Unspeakable Gift. Paul tells 
us that since God gave His Son, He will give us 
freely ‘“‘all things.” 


He sent His Son to die for us; to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins. God had been teaching His 
people ever since sin entered into the world that 
sin must be atoned for. That is the meaning of 
the sacrifices and the ritual of the Old Testament. 
Read Leviticus, and then read Hebrews, and this 
will become very clear. Jesus came as “The Lamb 
of God; of “richer blood” and “nobler name,” to 
make forgiveness possible through the shedding of 
His precious blood. 


His Sacrifice, “Once for All,” is sufficient for 
the sins of the whole world. It is made effective 
whenever we, by faith, lay our hands on His dear 
Head, and there confess our sins. “It is finished” ; 
said the Savour, as He died on the cross. God's 
Love had found the Way to save guilty men. It 
was the way of the cross, a “New and Living 
Way.” Have you found that Way? Are you 


“saved by Grace’? 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 6 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Christian Youth and The Community 


Hymn: “Come, We That Love The Lord” 
Prayer 

Scripture: | Corinthians 12:4-20 

Hymn: “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 

Offering 

Hymn: “In Christ There Is No East Or West” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(The purpose of this program is to discover ways 
for all the Christian young people of your com- 
munity to work together in the service of Christ. 
We believe that an informal program is more 
likely to accomplish this purpose. We are sug- 
gesting some possibilities for united youth work 
and some general areas which should be considered. 
No one specific plan will suit all communities, 
so it is your job to discuss these possibilities with 
your group and try to set some goals of your own. 
It would be a fine thing to have representatives 
from youth groups of the other churches in the 
community to sit in on this program and to share 
in the discussion. 


You may want to select one individual to lead 
the discussion of each of the areas of service listed 
below, but you want to be sure that any leaders 
you choose will definitely try to bring out the 
thinking of the group. It will kill the program 
if someone merely reads a few words and sits 
down. If this is likely to happen, it will probably 
be best for you to lead the whole discussion your- 
self. ) 


We have had two programs recently on the 
subject of the Christian community and the con- 
tribution that Christian young people can make 
to community life. We have thought mainly about 
our individual responsibility to the community as 
Christians, and this is fundamentally important. 
Individual Christians are essential to a Christian 
social structure, but it is also necessary that Chris- 
tians work together to render the fullest service 
to Christ. We need to cooperate not only in the 
work of our own church, but there are kinds of 
Christian service which demand that all Christians 
work together. 


This day marks the end of Community Youth 
Week. During this week there has been an em- 
phasis throughout the nation on Christian young 
people working together. Much of the value of 
such an emphasis will be lost, if we fail to con- 
tinue our cooperation throughout the year. This 
is not to say that we must neglect the work of 
our own organization and try to do everything 
together, but wherever cooperation is called for 
and will work to the profit of the Lord’s work, 
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let us determine to do it. In some of the areas of 
work which we shall discuss it may be that we 
can serve most effectively in our own organization, 
but we can never know what is best until we at 
least consider the possibilities. 


Suggested Areas of Opportunity 
For Cooperative Action 


1. Evangelism 

The most important task the church has is to 
reach the lost for Christ. There are young people 
in every community who are lost and who need 
to know Christ as their Saviour. Young people 
can be very effective in leading other young people 
to the Saviour. Are there any ways in which all 
the Christian youth of the community can work 
together to attain this goal? In some places the 
young people have worked together to conduct a 
religious census in order to discover those who are 
not Christians. Would this be a possibility in your 
community? Would it be possible to sponsor an 
interdenominational youth revival? Could you con- 
duct a program of youth to youth evangelism, 
where teams of Christian young people go out to 
visit those who are not Christians in an attempt 
to win them to Christ? 
2. Worship 

It is often inspiring to come together in large 
groups for worship. This is one of the phases of 
our denominational conferences and rallies which 
we enjoy. The young people of a particular com- 
munity usually have much in common. Would it 
be possible to have an occasional service of worship 
and inspiration to include all the young people of 
the community? Do you think it would be helpful? 
3. Service 

Every community has its problems which are 
common to all its citizens. Many of these prob- 
lems call for Christian action. Are there not op- 
portunities in your community for the Christian 
voung people to work together, such as providing 
help for the needy? Try to think of other possi- 
bilities which are peculiar to your own situation. 
Some will undoubtedly be too large for one group 
to undertake. Do they present an opportunity for 
united service? 


4. Fellowship 

Youth groups in many of our smaller churches 
find it discouraging to try to have parties and social 
activities when their number is so small. Some 
kinds of fun are just about impossible in a small 
group. What are the opportunities for meeting 
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with groups from the other churches in your com- 
munity for your social activities, or at least, for 
some of them? The expense of recreational equip- 
ment is too much for many small organizations. 
Would it be possible to go in together with the 
young people of another church to buy some of 
the equipment you have both wanted? Many 
young people are thrown together socially in the 
school life. Why should it not be the same in the 
life of the church? 


Church News 





PASSING OF DR. ALEX BATCHELOR 


Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. Alex R. Batchelor, Sec- 
retary of the Division of Negro Work and widely- 
known Presbyterian leader, died Saturday night, 
January 8, in an Atlanta hospital following a long 
illness. He had served the Presbyterian Church 
as Secretary of Sunday School Administration, and 
for the past eight years headed the work of the 
Negro Division of the Board of Church Extension 
which has offices in Atlanta. Numerous churches 
throughout the General Assembly were started 
and developed under his guidance. 


Dr. Batchelor was born in Geneva, N. Y., 
August 6, 1891. He received his B.A. degree from 
Presbyterian College in Clinton, S. C.; his M.A. 
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from the University of South Carolina; and the 
B.D. from Columbia Theological Seminary in De- 
catur, Ga. Presbyterian College four years ago 
conferred the honorary doctor of divinity degree 
on him. 


Ordained by South Carolina Presbytery in 1923, 
Dr. Batchelor served his first pastorate at Whit- 
mire, S$. C. He was student pastor at the Uni- 
versity of Florida for six years, and stated supply 
pastor at Roebuck and Second Presbyterian 
churches in Spartanburg during 1933-34. The 
Presbyterian Church at Marion, N. C., called him 
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in 1934 and he served that church for four years. 
He was Regional Director for the Synods of Ala- 
bama and Tennessee, residing in Pulaski, Tenn., 
for three years. During the two succeeding years 
he was Regional Director for the Synod of Florida, 
with offices in Orlando. 


He served as Secretary of Sunday School Ad- 
ministration, Richmond, Va., from 1943-47, prior 
to becoming head of Negro Work for the denom- 
ination in 1947. He was the author of Jacob’s 
Ladder, the 1953 Women’s Study Book on Church 
Extension, and a_ story of Presbyterian Negro 


Work. 


Surviving are his wife, the former Miss Jean 
Boone of Cannonsburg, Pa.; two daughters, Mrs. 
R. Murphy Williams, Jr., of Wilson, N. C., and 
Mrs. David J. Seel of Chunju Korea; and four 
grandchildren. Funeral services were held in the 
Decatur Presbyterian Church, Monday afternoon, 
January 10. Interment was in the Decatur cemetery. 


In a brief tribute to the work Dr. Batchelor 
had done, particularly in the development of the 
ministry to the Negroes of the South, Dr. Broyles 
quoted Dr. S. J. Patterson, long-time friend and 
co-worker of Dr. Batchelor: 


“In all probability no servant of God in this 
Church will have his work abide in this century 
as will Dr. Alex Batchelor. Alex became a symbol 
of our Church’s new awareness of its responsibility 
to the Negro people, and around that symbol our 
people rallied.” 





Atlanta, Ga. — Henry Quay McElwee, 82, 
an official of Diamond Match Co. and pioneer 
member of Morningside Presbyterian Church in 
Atlanta, died Sunday, January 9, in Clermont, 
Florida, after a short illness) Mr. McElwee, for- 
merly of Atlanta, had been associated with Dia- 
mond Match Company for 43 years, retiring from 
that position in 1943. He was a native of York, 


S. C, 
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For many years Mr. McElwee served Morn- 
ingside Church as a deacon, trustee, and as an 
elder, and was active on the building and planning 
committees. 


Funeral services were held in Clermont, Jan- 
uary ll. 


Survivors include his wife, the former Miss Elise 
Abernathy of Pulaski, Tenn.; a brother, J. F. 
McElwee of York, S. C., and a niece and nephew. 





Sarasota, Fla. — America’s ffirst drive-in 
church, Whitfield Estates Presbyterian Church 
near Sarasota, Florida, has just completed installa- 
tion of additional car speakers bringing its poten- 
tial capacity congregation to 1,000 persons. 


The unique church, which celebrated its second 
birthday December 8th, now has 171 dual sets of 
speakers which will serve 242 cars, or nearly 1,000 
persons at capacity. Installations of new speakers 
on additional land acquired during the last several 
months was completed in time for the Christmas 
season. Dr. B. L. Bowman is pastor of the church. 


The new speakers were financed in part through 
memorial gifts. The cost of one speaker stand and 
its two car speakers is $50. A memorial plate is 
placed on each donated stand. 





Atlanta — The Rev. Don Erwin, Regional 
Director for the Synod of Georgia, has accepted 
a call to become pastor of the Princeton Presby- 
terian Church of Princeton, W. Va. 


Mr. Erwin will begin his work in Princeton 
February Ist. He has been Georgia’s Regional Di- 
rector of Christian Education for four years. 
Earlier he was pastor of Sweetwater, Texas, First 
Church; Northminster Church, Roanoke, Va.; and 
assistant pastor, First Church, Jacksonville, Fla. 
He is a graduate of Davis & Elkins College and 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond. 





$5.000.00 TO PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Maxton, N. C. — A gift of $5000 has been 


received by Presbyterian Junior College as 
memorial scholarship fund in honor of Angus Hugh 
Currie and Daniel Alexander Patterson, given by 
J. Edward Kale, Sr., president of Lincoln National 
Bank of Lincolnton, who began his business career 
in Maxton when a young man. 


The gift was presented on January 2, through 
Miss Elizabeth Currie and Mrs. Lucy Currie 
Burns, of Maxton, daughters of Angus H. Currie. 
In a letter to them, enclosing the gift for the 
college, Mr. Kale stated, “I often think of the 
wonderful devout Christian characters your daddy 
and Mr. Danny had, and having had my first 
job and business experience under them. It made 
a lasting impression on me, and [ cannot begin to 


PAGE 13 








tell you or compute the value, money wise, of my 
deep appreciation of their influence during the 
formative years of my youth. I am extremely happy 
to be able to make this nominal contribution in 
honor of them.” When Mr. Kale attended the 
funeral of Mrs. Angus H. Currie, who died May 
19, 1952, he expressed his wish that he could 
do something for the daughter to show his esteem 
for their departed father, and Mrs. Burns talked 
to him about Maxton’s college. Now this gift 
to the college through the daughters will found 
a permanent memorial scholarship to honor their 
father and his life-long friend and business partner, 
and the income will be available each year for 
helping worthy young men from Lincoln County, 
the Maxton area, or elsewhere, to secure educa- 
tional opportunities which might otherwise be 
denied them. The fund will be invested, according 
to the advice of the donor, by the college finance 
committee. 


Annual Meeting of 
The Assembly’s Men’s Council 


Montreat, N. C., Jan. 7-9 


Around 150 representatives of men’s work from 
all of the Presbyteries and Synods and the Men’s 
Work Division of the Board of Education gath- 
ered at Montreat the week-end of Jan. 7th through 
the 9th. Mr. John V. Matthews, the Council’s 
president, presided and made a glowing report of 
the year’s successes. Men’s work in our denomina- 
tion has really “gone places” in the few years that 
it has been stressed. Mr. Matthews quoted the 
editor of the New York Times as saving that the 
men’s organization of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has no peers in the United States. 


Outstanding in the past year’s accomplishment 
was the highly New Orleans Men’s 
Convention attended by 7,100 men, one thousand 
of whom were accompanied by their wives. The 
able convention chairman, Mr. J. E. Dews, has 
reported to the president of the Council a balance 
of over $3000 after all bills are paid. 


successful 


Second on the President’s list of accomplishments 
for the year was the visiting of every Synod’s 
Men’s Conference by one or another of the Coun- 
cil’s officers. Mr. Matthews also highly com- 
mended the success of Synod and Presbytery Coun- 
cil training sessions and the outstandingly fine 
overall and local church Men’s Work Manual 
gotten out by our Men’s Division in Richmond. 
These, he said, have become the very 


of the Men’s Work Movement. 


foundation 


The program of the A. M. C. meeting at Mon- 
treat was composed of four principal parts: Re- 
ports, meetings of the Permanent Committees, 
special and general training sessions, and business 
meetings. These parts were interspersed by three 
inspirational addresses. 
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The first address was brought by Dr. J. G. 
Patton, Executive Secretary of the General Coun- 
cil. He gave a most informative presentation of 
the Forward With Christ program, recently adopt- 
ed by the General Assembly. Many Church mem- 
bers, said Dr. Patton, are too satisfied with fine 
sermons, big Sunday dinners and restful afternoon 
naps. The Forward With Christ program calls 
on members of the church to do something—to 
set goals and work for their accomplishment. 
Churches without goals tend to become lazy. Most 
Presbyteries have adopted the new program; now 
it is up to the local churches 1. To adopt the 
plan and send in an enlistment card. 2. Let the 
Session set goals and adopt them. He called upon 
the Synod and Presbytery presidents to go home 
and stir up the men in local churches to do some- 
thing about this program, which covers every phase 
of the church’s work. 


The second address was brought by Dr. Walter 
Courtney, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Nashville, Tenn., on the subject “Impressions 
That Matter.” The speaker gave impressions made 
on him during a recent visit to Europe. He was 
appalled by the low ebb to which religious life in 
Great Britain and the Continent had sunk. Wor- 
ship has become cold and formal, the clergy have 
gotten out of touch with the people, and the people 
have lost interest in the church. He was grateful 
for the vastly better conditions existing in America. 
He called on the men to be vigorous in their church 
work, making no apologies for their faith; making 
their meetings purposeful with an inspirational ex- 
perience that will lead to dedication to Christ and 


His ‘Task. 


The third address was brought on Saturday night 
by Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of 
the Board of World Missions. Dr. Fulton pre- 
sented the men with 3 propositions: 1. We need 
to strengthen the place of missions in our practical 
Christian creed, convince the man in the pew that 
missions is implicit in the gospel itself; “not an 
elective, not a minor, nor even a major - but a 
maximum subject.” 2. We must recapture a 
man’s place of leadership in Missions. We must 
not abdicate the responsibility for missions to the 
women; nor be satisfied that we supply most of 
the money that the women give, letting them be 
our “agents”; for missions is more than financial 
support, it is taking the lost of the whole world 
upon our hearts and making them our concern. A 
man’s Christian experience is not complete without 
a deep interest in world missions. Dr. Fulton listed 
a number of practical suggestions for promoting 
the cause of missions among men, among which 
was this: that the A. M. C. might sponsor an 
Assembly-wide Missions Convention. 3. We must 
fulfill the world mission goal in the Forward With 
Christ movement. This goal is the sending of an 
average of 56 new missionaries each year for a 
period of three years. To do this, Dr. Fulton 
said, we must do two things. We must find the 
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men and women. We will have to find the money 
(an additional $300,000 a year). 


At one of the general training sessions Mr. “Jap” 
Patterson gave an over-all picture of men’s work 
in the church on the theme ‘““Men’s Work is Men 
Working” using one of Mr. Clinton Harris’ in- 
genius visual-aid creations to give the men an un- 
forgettable picture of men’s work from the Assem- 
bly level down to the individual church. 

On Saturday morning the following new offi- 
cers were installed: Walter R. Humphrey of 
Fort Worth, Texas, president; Ed C. Hammond 
of Atlanta, Ga., Ist vice president; Legare Me- 
Intosh, Columbia, S. C., 2nd vice president; John 
J. Deifell, Greensboro, secretary; and John Myers 
of New Orleans, budget and financial secretary. 

—QGeo. Bird Talbot. 


REV. THOS. H. MITCHELL 


Rev. Thos H. Mitchell, aged 65, died Decem- 
ber 8th in Cary, N. C. His last active pastorate 
was in the Bethlehem, Peachland and Polkton 
churches of Mecklenberg Presbytery. Funeral 
services were held in Western Blvd. Presbyterian 
Church, Raleigh, N. C., conducted by Rev. Robert 
Bluford, the pastor, assisted by Rev. Lamar Brooks, 
pastor of Cary Baptist Church, and Rev. Q. N. 
Hunnicutt, of Indian Trail Presbyterian Church. 

Surviving Mr. Mitchell are his wife, Esther K. 
Mitchell, two sons, John J. and Robt. K. Mitchell, 
and a sister, Miss Lilly E. Mitchell, all of Cary, 
me &. 








Hope Church, Dallas 


The realization of a dream of many years, in 
the hearts of many Dallas Presbyterians, was ful- 
filled on Sunday, January 9, 1955, when the Hope 
(Negro) Presbyterian Church was dedicated. Rev. 
Lawrence W. Bottoms, Associate Secretary of the 
Division of Negro Work of the Board of Church 
Extension, Atlanta, was the dedicatory preacher 
for the day. He preached an excellent sermon 
ippropriate to the occasion. This building was 
the eighth project, undertaken in the last six years, 
by the Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dal- 
las. Those present agree that this structure was 
one of the most attractive and suitable which has 
vet been erected by the Dallas Committee. The 
entire cost of the church site, the sanctuary and 
the manse was $61,598.38. Of this amount, $20,000 
is coming from Dallas Presbytery’s share in the 
recent Negro work campaign. $3,300 was given 
by the Synod of Texas toward the construction of 
the manse. $1,500 was raised by the local Hope 
congregation. The balance is a contribution of the 
Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas. 


Participating in the dedicatory service were Mr. 
Robert M. Allman, Elder in the First Presbyterian 
Church and President of the Presbyterian Exten- 
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sion Committee of Dallas; Dr. Arthur V. Boand, 
Associate Pastor of the Highland Park Presby- 
terian Church; Dr. Thos. W. Currie, Pastor of 
the Oak Cliff Presbyterian Church and Chairman 
of Dallas Presbytery’s Division of Negro Work; 
and Dr. Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secretary of 
the Presbytery of Dallas. Dr. Lang also repre- 
sented the Synod of Texas, of which he is cur- 
rently the Moderator, and the Board of Church 
Extension, of which he is a member. Music was 
furnished by the Highlander Quartet, composed 
of Messrs. Austin B. Watson and O. M. Stubble- 
field of the Highland Park Church; Harry E. 
Blocker and John Bumstead of the Preston Hollow 
Church. 


Rev. W. Duke Richardson is the pastor of this 
church, which was organized in June, 1954. The 
membership at present is 81. 





THE COST OF CRIME 


J. Edgar Hoover, director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, has said: “It can reasonably be 
estimated that $20 billion annually is the cost of 
crime in this country. That represents a cost of 
$495 for each family in the United States; and 
for every dollar spent on education, $1.82 goes 
to crime; for every dollar donated to church, $10 
goes to crime.” 


Crime is outstripping population rate of growth, 
four to one. Our population has increased 5 per 
cent since 1950 and crime has jumped 20 per cent. 

Evangel. 


STILL THEY COME 





Three more Church Sessions have sent in reports 
of action taken unanimously opposing the proposed 
union of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., and the United Presby- 
terian Church. 


They are as follows: Riverview Presbyterian 
Church, Fort Mill, S. C., Doby’s Bridge Presby- 
terian Church, Fort Mill, S$. C., and Unity Pres- 
byterian Church, Fort Mill, S. C. 


Gulfport, Miss. — Mrs. Elizabeth McDowell 
Duncan, of this city, died December 13th, at the 
home of her mother, Mrs. Hervey McDowell. 
Mrs. Duncan, a native of Biloxi and a resident 
of Gulfport for a number of years had lived much 
of her life in central Kentucky where her father, 
Rev. Hervey McDowell, was pastor of the Pisgah 
Presbyterian Church. She was prominent in church 
and civic affairs in Gulfport, a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church here, being active in 
the church’s work. 





Funeral services were conducted here and inter- 
ment took place in the family cemetery in Lan- 
caster, Ky. 
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CaLLep To Be Saints. Larry Love. Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
$2.00. 

The author of this volume is the well-known 
pastor of Bethany Presbyterian Church, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. He has had wide experience 
as an army chaplain, in the evangelistic field, and 
in Bible Conference work. 








Believing that the need of the hour is for a 
call to the professing people of God to turn not 
simply to the precepts of Christian doctrine but 
to the practice of Christian discipleship and obedi- 
ence to Christ, the author has given us 12 chal- 
lenging and searching sermons to awaken Chris- 
tians who may be doctrinally sound yet sound 
asleep. There is a high spiritual note in each of 
these sermons. They emphasize that God’s great 
work in redemption is that of reclaiming sinners 
and making saints. The doctrine of sanctification 
is stressed. Mr. Love writes, “God sent His Son 
into the world to die for our sins not simply that 
we might escape the flames of judgment, not 
simply that we might flee from the wrath to come 
and find refuge in the Lord and the hope of eternal 
life in Him; but that we should be holy and in 
our lives from day to day show forth the praises 
of Him who has called us out of darkness into 
His marvelous light. The ultimate purpose of 
God in redemption is that ungodly men should 
be made godly, that men who are utterly defiled 
with hearts that are deceitful and desperately 
wicked might be made well-pleasing in the sight 
of the living God and might in some measure 
reflect here and now the indwelling presence of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The author points out that the trend toward 
religion today does not necessarily mean that more 
people are following Christ. To put this thought 
in his own words, “Yes there is a trend toward 
religion today. There is much talk about religion 
and new religions are being born every day. A 
number have come into being in our generation 
but this is embracing a belief without embracing 
Jesus Christ and without accepting the unequiv- 
ocal claims of Christ upon the lives of those who 
would follow Him. . . . Even as we are conscious 
of rising tides of religious interest we must be 
honest. The church today is virtually powerless. 
We are not seeing multitudes turning to Jesus 
Christ.” 

The incisiveness of the author’s conclusions is 
in contrast to many sermons preached today. He 
preaches for definite decisions. For instance, the 
sermon on “The Sharpened Sword” closes with 
this appeal, “Where do you stand? Under the 
wrath or under the blood? There is no middle 
ground. The sword is sharpened, it is furbished. 
You do not know when it will fall but this you 
may know, beloved, it will fall except you repent. 
May you repent and flee from the wrath to come 
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and find refuge in the Rock of Ages in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

These moving messages are all designed to lead 
the reader or hearer to a more perfect obedience 
to Christ. A careful reading of them will lead 
one a step further toward the more abundant life 


found in Christ. —J. R. R. 





THe History oF SuGAw CREEK CHURCH. 
Neill R. McGeachy. Order from Mr. F. S. 
Neal, Jr., 801 Bromley Road, Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 


The Sugaw Creek Church, located in Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery, is one of the pioneer Presbyterian 
Churches in North Carolina. It was founded by 
Scotch-Irish immigrants during the Colonial period. 


A book of this nature has a strong appeal to the 
members and descendants of this church but it 
should also be of interest to all who are interested 
in the development of Presbyterianism in the 
South. 

The author of this volume tells us that while 
he was teaching a course on the Church for the 
Pioneer Department of the Sugaw Creek 
Vacation Church School he learned that the chil- 
dren and many of the older folk did not know the 
basic facts of the history of their church and he 
was convinced that the history was well worth 
knowing. The Session of the church requested Mr. 
McGeachy to write this history and he has spent 
a number of years in collecting the information 
for it. 

The summer of 1755 is the date set for the be- 
ginning of the Sugaw Creek Church. The author 
states that the church may not have been organized 
officially at this time but the settlers had banded 
themselves together for worship and to secure a 
minister. 


One of the noteworthy characteristics of the 
Sugaw Creek Church has been its missionary zeal. 
It is called the “mother of churches.” Mr. Mc- 
Geachy writes, “Through the work of many of 
her early ministers Sugaw Creek has had a part 
in the organization of a number of other churches. 
Also through the giving up of many of her mem- 
bers she has made a rich contribution to the life 
and work of others. In more recent years the 
Session has made a definite effort to have the 
church engage in outpost work and this has helped 
in the organization of at least one other church.” 
He continues, “Thus in nearly 200 years, eight 
churches have come into being through the efforts 
of Sugaw Creek and her pastors. This is not a 
large figure but when it is remembered that Sugaw 
Creek is the ancestor of most of Charlotte’s 
churches and how many other churches have been 
organized by those that Sugaw Creek is directly 
connected with, it will be seen that her influence 
and missionary activities have far reaching results.” 

Mr. McGeachy has done an excellent piece of 
research for this volume and the entire story is both 
instuctive and stimulating. —J.R.R. 
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